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ong-established tour operators in the Solomons
2cialist underwater photography tours).

This new marine tourism product will increase the marketing
opportunities and exposure of the Solomon Islands to a global
market.

Cruises have a clear tourism priority but also promote marine
conservation (i.e. cruise outcomes may contribute to earlier
studies - see Kahn 2006, 2007).

More collaboration with ECD and other agencies is welcomed,
to support sustainable marine mammal management.




ducted over 9 days.
ometers (220.1
national marine waters.
1 groups:
alcanal
lorida Islands
Russel Islands
Mborokua (Mary) Island
Southern Marovo Lagoon: Kicha,
Bulo, Minjanga Islands

Averaging a dedicated search effort of 3
hours per day.

Total sea time: 28.3 hrs
Actual search hours: 21.3 hrs
Whale-watch observation time: 7.0 hrs




phins (Stenella attenuata; n=2)
bottlenose dolphins

(Turs:ops aduncus; n= 2)




k-naped tern
k noddy

ser frigate bird
own booby

9. Shearwater (unidentified spp.)
.10 Sea-eagle

11. Brahminy kite




ping activity was extremely low:

cale pelagic fishery vessels:
purse seiners actively setting nets

er-island ferry/landing craft (n=1).

debris fields logged were minimal: n=3
gory 1/low: n=2; category 2/low to medium:

n:

The waters of the Solomon Islands that we visited
are still largely unaffected by plastic trash, unlike
most other nations of the Coral Triangle where
marine debris is becoming a major threat to
marine life and food security.
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